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SUBJ: ALI-FOREMAN FIGHT FACES POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT 

1 . GEORGE FOREMAN WAS CUT OVER RIGHT EYE, ALONG 
BONE BELOW THE EYEBROW, SEPTEMBER 16 DURING A 
SPARRING SESSION. AT THAT MOMENT, HIS MANAGER, 

DICK SADLER, ASKED EOR A POSTPONEMENT. 

2. SITUATION NOT YET CLEAR, BUT POSTPONEMENT - OR 
CANCELLATION - FIGHT SEEMS INEVITABLE. 

3. ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES APPARENTLY SHUT OFF ALL INTER- 
NATIONAL TELEX AND TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS TO U.S. 
AFTER INCIDENT. ONLY EXCEPTIONS WERE JOHN VINOCUR 
OF AP AND LARRY MERCHANT OF NEW YORK POST, WHO 
WERE ABLE TO FILE IMMEDIATELY AFTER INJURY AND 
BEEORE EXTENT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF INCIDENT BECAME 
KNOWN TO ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES. (EMBASSY PRESUMES THAT 
VOA PIECE A.M. SEPT 17 BASED ON AP STORY). HOWEVER, 
EMBASSY STILL HAS NO FIRM WORD OF POSTPONEMENT. 
SPORTS WRITERS ARE PREDICTING POSTPONEMENT OF ONE 
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TO THREE MONTHS, BUT ZAIRIANS AND ORGANIZERS HAVE 
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ISSUED NO FIRM WORD AS YET. GOZ HAS LIFTED COMMUNI- 
CATIONS BLACKOUT AND TUESDAY MORNING AZAP BULLETIN 
CARRIES STORY, STATING THAT FIGHT "COULD BE POSTPONED 
FOR SEVERAL DAYS'. ANY RPT ANY POSTPONEMENT WOULD 
CREATE MAJOR PROBLEMS FOR GOZ AND FOR AMERICAN 
AND BRITISH PROMOTERS OF FIGHT AND FESTIVAL, NECESSITA- 
TING REARRANGEMENT OF CLOSED CIRCUIT TELEVISION 
FRANCHISES AND CONSEQUENT CONFLICT WITH OTHER SCHEDULED 
EVENTS, NEED FOR MAJOR STARS SUCH AS JAMES BROWN TO 
FULFILL OTHER COMMITMENTS ELSEWHERE, ETC. 

4. ZAIRIAN TREATMENT OF AMERICAN PRESS 

WAS INEPT AND HEAVYHANDED. THIS INCLUDED ATTEMPTS 
TO PERSUADE FOREMAN CAMP NOT TO TALK TO PRESS AFTER 
INITIAL SADLER STATEMENT REQUESTING POSTPONEMENT. 

USIS OFFICER, IN COMPANY OF AP AND WASHINGTON POST 
CORRESPONDENTS, RUDELY TOLD TO LEAVE FOREMAN CAMP. 
ZAIRIAN MEMBER OF ALI-FOREMAN COMMISSION CALLED 
NEARBY GENDARMES TO CONVINCE PRESS TO LEAVE, THOUGH 
SADLER APPARENTLY WILLING TO TALK. 

5. SUDDEN "GENERAL BREAKDOWN" (DESCRIBED BY OVERSEAS 
TELEPHONE OPERATORS AS "PANNE GENERALE") OF INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS LED DICK YOUNG NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 

TO CALL ZAIRE A "POLICE STATE" AND SAID HE WOULD WRITE 
JUST THAT. 

6. ZAIRE FORTUNATE THAT ONLY HANDFUL OF AMERICAN PRESS 
HERE NOW - MAJORITY IS EXPECTED TO DEBARK 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 

7. ALTHOUGH EXTENT OF FOREMAN INJURY NOT YET ASCERTAINED, 
REPORTS INDICATE THAT CUT WENT THROUGH TWO LAYERS OF SKIN, 
AND, ACCORDING TO ZAIRIAN DOCTOR, "IN ONE WEEK'S 

TIME, A MODERATE BLOW COULD REOPEN THE CUT". 

8. AT PRESENT, NO ONE SEEMS TO KNOW LEGAL RAMIFICATIONS 

OF ATTEMPTING POSTPONE OR CANCEL FIGHT. ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES 
ARE CONFERRING WITH PROMOTER DON KING WHO IS HERE IN 
KINSHASA AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONFER WITH PRESIDENT OF 
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HEMDALE LEISURE CORPORATION, JOHN DALY, WHO ARRIVED 
LAST NIGHT. 

9. INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS HAVE BEEN 
"REESTABLISHED" AND USIS HAS FILED TFT .EX REPORT 
USINFO I70700Z. 

10. IN ANY EVENT, DECISION SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING 
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WITHIN 48 HOURS. (ALI REP INFORMS BY PHONE THEY 
"SHOULD KNOW SOMETHING" SOMETIME TOMORROW). 
HINTON 
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